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Summer has flown by once again,
making us all wonder where the time
really goes. Enclosed is a special BFA
white paper reflecting on the 15th
anniversary of the 9/11 terror attacks.
It's hard to believe that much time has
passed by, but here we are.
The milestone is a sobering reminder
that life goes on. We are all 15 years
older, 15 years closer to retirement.
Just like the aftermath of any major
cultural event or tragedy, Americans
picked up the pieces and moved
forward, working, planning, saving,
and investing.
This fall, Team Bodnar will continue to
celebrate our resilient community at
the 3rd annual Morristown Festival of
Books on Saturday 10/1. This year's
author selection is TBA, but please
save the date in the meantime. We
hope to see you there!
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Projecting a Happy Retirement
How to Get a Bigger Social Security
Retirement Benefit
Five Things to Know About Inherited IRAs
I have matured U.S. savings bonds. Are they
still earning interest and, if not, can I roll them
over to another savings bond?

A 2015 study found
that 41% of
households headed
by someone aged
55 to 64 had no
retirement savings,
and only about a
third of them had a
traditional pension.
Among households
in this age group
with savings, the median amount was just
$104,000.1

$104,000 median savings described earlier
would generate $4,160 per year or $347 per
month (assuming no market gains or losses).
Keep in mind that some experts believe a 4%
withdrawal rate may be too high to maintain
funds over a long retirement. You might use 3%
or 3.5% in your calculations.

picture of what your retirement will look like,
based on your expected resources and
expenses. As a starting point, create a simple
retirement planning worksheet. You might add
details once you get the basics down on paper.

Even if the numbers look good, it would be wise
to keep building your savings. You might take
advantage of catch-up contributions to IRAs
and 401(k) plans, which are available to those
who reach age 50 or older by the end of the
calendar year. In 2016, the IRA catch-up
amount is $1,000, for a total contribution limit of
$6,500. The 401(k) catch-up amount is $6,000,
for a total employee contribution limit of
$24,000.

Now estimate your monthly expenses. If you've
paid off your mortgage and other debt, you may
be in a stronger position. Don't forget to factor
in a reserve for medical expenses. One study
suggests that a 65-year-old couple who retired
in 2015 would need $259,000 over their
Your own savings may be more substantial, but lifetimes to cover Medicare premiums and
in general Americans struggle to meet their
out-of-pocket health-care expenses, assuming
savings goals. Even a healthy savings account they had only median drug expenses.3
may not provide as much income as you would
Take strategic steps
like over a long retirement.
Your projected income and expenses should
Despite the challenges, about 56% of current
provide a rough picture of your financial
retirees say they are very satisfied with
situation in retirement. If retirement is
retirement, and 34% say they are moderately
approaching soon, try living for six months or
2
satisfied. Only 9% are dissatisfied.
more on your anticipated income to determine
Develop a realistic picture
whether it is realistic. If it's not, or your
How can you transition into a happy retirement anticipated expenses exceed your income even
without a trial run, you may have to reduce
even if your savings fall short of your goals?
expenses or work longer, or both.
The answer may lie in developing a realistic

Estimate income and expenses
You can estimate your monthly Social Security
benefit at ssa.gov. The longer you wait to claim
your benefits, from age 62 up to age 70, the
higher your monthly benefit will be. If you
expect a pension, estimate that monthly
amount as well. Add other sources of income,
such as a part-time job, if that is in your plans.
Be realistic. Part-time work often pays low
wages.

Preparing for retirement is not easy, but if you
enter your new life phase with eyes wide open,
you're more likely to enjoy a long and happy
retirement.
1

U.S. Government Accountability Office,
"Retirement Security," May 2015
It's more difficult to estimate the amount of
income you can expect from your savings; this 2 The Wall Street Journal, "Why Retirees Are
Happier Than You May Think," December 1,
may depend on unpredictable market returns
and the length of time you need your savings to 2015
last. One simple rule of thumb is to withdraw
3 Employee Benefit Research Institute, Notes,
4% of your savings each year. At that rate, the October 2015

Page 1 of 4
See disclaimer on final page

How to Get a Bigger Social Security Retirement Benefit
Many people decide to begin receiving early
Social Security retirement benefits. In fact,
according to the Social Security Administration,
about 72% of retired workers receive benefits
prior to their full retirement age.1 But waiting
longer could significantly increase your monthly
retirement income, so weigh your options
carefully before making a decision.

Timing counts

Sign up for a my Social
Security account at ssa.gov
to view your online Social
Security Statement. It
contains a detailed record of
your earnings, as well as
benefit estimates and other
information about Social
Security.
1

Social Security
Administration, Annual
Statistical Supplement, 2015

Your monthly Social Security retirement benefit
is based on your lifetime earnings. Your base
benefit--the amount you'll receive at full
retirement age--is calculated using a formula
that takes into account your 35 highest
earnings years.
If you file for retirement benefits before
reaching full retirement age (66 to 67,
depending on your birth year), your benefit will
be permanently reduced. For example, at age
62, each benefit check will be 25% to 30% less
than it would have been had you waited and
claimed your benefit at full retirement age (see
table).

Birth year

Full retirement Percentage
age
reduction at
age 62

1943-1954

66

25%

1955

66 and 2
months

25.83%

1956

66 and 4
months

26.67%

1957

66 and 6
months

27.50%

1958

66 and 8
months

28.33%

1959

66 and 10
months

29.17%

1960 or later

67

30%

Early or late?

Should you begin receiving Social Security
benefits early, or wait until full retirement age or
even longer? If you absolutely need the money
Alternatively, if you postpone filing for benefits
right away, your decision is clear-cut;
past your full retirement age, you'll earn
otherwise, there's no ''right" answer. But take
delayed retirement credits for each month you
time to make an informed, well-reasoned
wait, up until age 70. Delayed retirement credits decision. Consider factors such as how much
will increase the amount you receive by about
retirement income you'll need, your life
8% per year if you were born in 1943 or later.
expectancy, how your spouse or survivors
might be affected, whether you plan to work
The chart below shows how a monthly benefit
after you start receiving benefits, and how your
of $1,800 at full retirement age (66) would be
affected if claimed as early as age 62 or as late income taxes might be affected.
as age 70. This is a hypothetical example used
for illustrative purposes only; your benefits and
results will vary.
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Five Things to Know About Inherited IRAs
When an IRA owner dies, the IRA proceeds are
payable to the named beneficiary--or to the
owner's estate if no beneficiary is named. If
you've been designated as the beneficiary of a
traditional or Roth IRA, it's important that you
understand the special rules that apply to
"inherited IRAs."

It's not really "your" IRA

You are generally not the
"owner" of an inherited IRA.
The practical result of this
fact is that you can't mix
inherited IRA funds with
your own IRA funds, and
you can't make 60-day
rollovers to and from the
inherited IRA. Spousal
beneficiaries, however, may
be able to assume actual
ownership of an inherited
IRA.
*If the traditional IRA owner
died after age 70-1/2 and did
not take an RMD for the
year of his or her death, you
must also withdraw any
remaining RMD amount for
that year.

As an initial matter, while you do have certain
rights, you are generally not the "owner" of an
inherited IRA. The practical result of this fact is
that you can't mix inherited IRA funds with your
own IRA funds, and you can't make 60-day
rollovers to and from the inherited IRA. You
also need to calculate the taxable portion of any
payment from the inherited IRA separately from
your own IRAs, and you need to determine the
amount of any required minimum distributions
(RMDs) from the inherited IRA separately from
your own IRAs.
But if you inherited the IRA from your spouse,
you have special options. You can take
ownership of the IRA funds by rolling them into
your own IRA or into an eligible retirement plan
account. If you're the sole beneficiary, you can
also leave the funds in the inherited IRA and
treat it as your own IRA. In either case, the IRA
will be yours and no longer treated as an
inherited IRA. As the new IRA owner (as
opposed to beneficiary ), you won't need to
begin taking RMDs from a traditional IRA until
you reach age 70½, and you won't need to take
RMDs from a Roth IRA during your lifetime at
all. And as IRA owner, you can also name new
beneficiaries of your choice.

subject to a federal penalty tax equal to 50% of
the difference between the required distribution
and the amount actually distributed.

More stretching...
What happens if you elect to take distributions
over your life expectancy but you die with funds
still in the inherited IRA? This is where your IRA
custodial/trustee agreement becomes crucial.
If, as is sometimes the case, your IRA language
doesn't address what happens when you die,
then the IRA balance is typically paid to your
estate--ending the IRA tax deferral.
Many IRA providers, though, allow you to name
a successor beneficiary. In this case, when you
die, your successor beneficiary "steps into your
shoes" and can continue to take RMDs over
your remaining distribution schedule.

Federal income taxes
Distributions from inherited IRAs are subject to
federal income taxes, except for any Roth or
nondeductible contributions the owner made.
But distributions are never subject to the 10%
early distribution penalty, even if you haven't
yet reached age 59½. (This is one reason why
a surviving spouse may decide to remain as
beneficiary rather than taking ownership of an
inherited IRA.)

When you take a distribution from an inherited
Roth IRA, the owner's nontaxable Roth
contributions are deemed to come out first,
followed by any earnings. Earnings are also
tax-free if made after a five-calendar-year
holding period, starting with the year the IRA
owner first contributed to any Roth IRA. For
example, if the IRA owner first contributed to a
Required minimum distributions
Roth IRA in 2014 and died in 2016, any
As beneficiary of an inherited IRA--traditional or earnings distributed from the IRA after 2018 will
Roth--you must begin taking RMDs after the
be tax-free.
owner's death.* In general, you must take
payments from the IRA annually, over your life Creditor protection
expectancy, starting no later than December 31 Traditional and Roth IRAs are protected under
of the year following the year the IRA owner
federal law if you declare bankruptcy. The IRA
died. But if you're a spousal beneficiary, you
bankruptcy exemption was originally an
may be able to delay payments until the year
inflation-adjusted $1 million, which has since
the IRA owner would have reached age 70½.
grown to $1,283,025. Unfortunately, the U.S.
Supreme Court has ruled that inherited IRAs
In some cases you may be able to satisfy the
RMD rules by withdrawing the entire balance of are not covered by this exemption. (If you
the inherited IRA (in one or more payments) by inherit an IRA from your spouse and treat that
IRA as your own, it's possible that the IRA won't
the fifth anniversary of the owner's death. In
almost every situation, though, it makes sense be considered an inherited IRA for bankruptcy
purposes, but this was not specifically
to use the life expectancy method instead--to
addressed by the Court.) This means that your
stretch payments out as long as possible and
inherited IRA won't receive any protection
take maximum advantage of the IRA's
under federal law if you declare bankruptcy.
tax-deferral benefit.
However, the laws of your particular state may
You can always elect to receive more than the
still protect those assets, in full or in part, and
required amount in any given year, but if you
may provide protection from creditors outside of
receive less than the required amount you'll be
bankruptcy as well.
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I have matured U.S. savings bonds. Are they still
earning interest and, if not, can I roll them over to
another savings bond?
Once U.S savings bonds have
reached maturity, they stop
earning interest. Prior to 2004,
you could convert your Series E or EE savings
bonds for Series HH bonds. This would have
allowed you to continue earning tax-deferred
interest. However, after August 31, 2004, the
government discontinued the exchange of any
form of savings bonds for HH bonds, so that
option is no longer available.
Since matured savings bonds no longer earn
interest, there is no financial benefit to holding
on to them. If you have paper bonds, you can
cash them in at most financial institutions, such
as banks or credit unions. However, it's a good
idea to call a specific institution before going
there to be sure it will redeem your bonds. As
an alternative, you can mail them to the
Treasury Retail Securities Site, PO Box 214,
Minneapolis, MN 55480, where they will be
redeemed. If you have electronic bonds, log on
to treasurydirect.gov and follow the directions
there. The proceeds from your redeemed
bonds can be deposited directly into your
checking or savings account for a relatively

quick turnover.
Another important reason to redeem your
matured savings bonds may be because
savings bond interest earnings, which can be
deferred, are subject to federal income tax
when the bond matures or is otherwise
redeemed, whichever occurs first. So if you
haven't previously reported savings bond
interest earnings, you must do so when the
bond matures, even if you don't redeem the
bonds.
Using the money for higher education may
keep you from paying federal income tax on
your savings bond interest. The savings bond
education tax exclusion permits qualified
taxpayers to exclude from their gross income all
or part of the interest paid upon the redemption
of eligible Series EE and I bonds issued after
1989 when the bond owner pays qualified
higher-education expenses at an eligible
institution. However, there are very specific
requirements that must be met in order to
qualify, so consult with your tax professional.

Should I pay off my student loans early or contribute to
my workplace 401(k)?
For young adults with college
debt, deciding whether to pay
off student loans early or
contribute to a 401(k) can be
tough. It's a financial tug-of-war between
digging out from debt today and saving for the
future, both of which are very important goals.
Unfortunately, this dilemma affects many
people in the workplace today. According to a
student debt report by The Institute for College
Access and Success, nearly 70% of college
grads in the class of 2014 had student debt,
and their average debt was nearly $29,000.
This equates to a monthly payment of $294,
assuming a 4% interest rate and a standard
10-year repayment term.
Let's assume you have a $300 monthly student
loan payment. You have to pay it each
month--that's non-negotiable. But should you
pay more toward your loans each month to pay
them off faster? Or should you contribute any
extra funds to your 401(k)? The answer boils
down to how your money can best be put to
work for you.

shouldn't leave this free money on the table.
For example, let's assume your employer
matches $1 for every dollar you save in your
401(k), up to 6% of your pay. If you make
$50,000 a year, 6% of your pay is $3,000. So at
a minimum, you should consider contributing
$3,000 per year to your 401(k)--or $250 per
month--to get the full $3,000 match. That's
potentially a 100% return on your investment.
Even if your employer doesn't offer a 401(k)
match, it can still be a good idea to contribute to
your 401(k). When you make extra payments
on a specific debt, you are essentially earning a
return equal to the interest rate on that debt. If
the interest rate on your student loans is
relatively low, the potential long-term returns
earned on your 401(k) may outweigh the
benefits of shaving a year or two off your
student loans. In addition, young adults have
time on their side when saving for retirement,
so the long-term growth potential of even small
investment amounts can make contributing to
your 401(k) a smart financial move.

All investing involves risk, including the possible
The first question you should ask is whether
loss of principal, and there can be no guarantee
your employer offers a 401(k) match. If yes, you that any investing strategy will be successful.
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